PREPARING FOR AN INLAND JOURNEY

of flies. Outside the western gate of the town are the pottery workers,
one of whom kindly made ajar for us. He sat to the side of his wheel and
turned it with his foot while he shaped the jar with his hand as it turned
round. In this town, as in Mukalla, all the women, however poor, are
veiled, and even young children drew their head veils in front of their faces
as we went past. The poorer women wear a cloak which falls from the
top of the head almost to the ankles at the back and, leaving a hole for the
face which is covered by a thin veil, falls to just below the knees in front
This is the buibui, the outdoor dress of women in Zanzibar and here for the
first time I saw it in its native hom&

Usually we came back from our drives at about six, and from then till
dinner either paid or received visits. After dinner came more visits and
we worked again till bed-time. Meanwhile we were not idle in making
preparations for our* journey up-country. We had said that we wanted
to leave on Sunday and hoped that with the usual delays we should be able
to get away on Monday, November 5th.

The principal caravan - routes to the interior are so organized after
centuries of common use that there is really no more difficulty in arranging
for departure from Mnkalla to the interior than in arranging a departure from
London to the Continent. In London one probably goes to a travel
agency; in Mnkalla one goes to one of the brokers of the bedim As we
were going to Du'an we went to the cheerful, smiling Ba 'Ubeid. The
Wadi Du*an routes to the interior are worked by the Marashida and Kharna
dans of the great Seibani tribe, and although the fares are not printed in a
local Bradshaw they are settled and well known. Here they are as Ba
'Ubeid gave them to us: By donkey, wata and 'aser, that is to sajr riding
over the level country and over the rough and hilly places, standard rate
15 to 16 dollars. If you are under normal size or over normal size you
pay less or more according to weight, very much in the same way as you
do when travelling by air. The limits each way are from 13 to 20 dollars.
, By donkey, wata, Le., riding only over level country, standard tare 10 to
n dollars with limits according toVeight of from 8 to 15 dollars. Each
passenger is allowed free transport of up to three frasilas^or sixty pounds of
food. The camel feres are, wata and 'aser, 10 dollars, and wata 5 dollars.
In the same way there is a free allowance of up to three frasilas of food bat
no allowance for weight

From these figures it will be seen that the aristocratic means of tmspoft
on the Du'an road is the donkey. Excess luggage is charged at freight rates
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